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1 Introduction

This report presents the latest set of projections of full-time enrolment in primary and post-

primary schools aided1 by the Department of Education and Youth. It updates the previous

set of projections published in March 2024 and provides projections (not predictions) of

pupils nationally to 2044/45, assuming recent trends in fertility and migration were to

continue. The enrolment levels serve as a baseline used in other models, for example, in

teacher demand and supply modelling.

The enrolment projection model is based on the Central Statistics Office’s (CSO) national2

projections which were updated in July 2024. While projections are presented for three

migration scenarios, the Department believes that the MIF2 scenario is the most likely

outcome. This assumes that high rates of migration will continue, and that fertility will

gradually decrease from the current rate of 1 .55 to 1.3 in 2037.

Changes in both primary and post-primary schools are directly related to changes in the

population they serve. Residential development and inward migration can create pressure

on enrolment in certain areas, even as enrolments in other areas are declining. Moreover,

closures due to falling enrolment numbers can exert pressure for additional places in schools

with larger enrolment numbers Therefore, it is important to recognise that enrolment at local

levels may not align with national trends. The enrolment figures contained in this report are

to be taken strictly as projections only, they are not to be confused with official enrolment

figures, which are published separately.3

2 Assumptions

Traditionally this report has presented results with two fertility and three migration scenarios,

producing six sets of tables. This multiple scenario approach is more suited to projection

models that are run less frequently (for example, every five years) to enable the user to

select the scenario that is arising in between releases. The Department undertakes to revise

its enrolment projections on a more regular basis (generally every one or two years). This

increased frequency along with the fact rising fertility (“FI ”) is thought to be highly unlikely,

1 Aided means state funded. For the primary sector this includes religious schools, non-denominational schools,
multi-denominational schools and Gaelscoileanna (Irish-medium schools). A small number of private primary
schools (35 in 2024) are not state funded, and they are excluded from this analysis. In the post-primary sector fee
charging schools are included but not private 'grind’ colleges.

2 CSO National Projections, see - https://www.cso,ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-
plfp/populattonandlabou rforceprojections2C)23-2057/

3 Official enrolment figures are available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/departmentof-
education/publications/education-statistics/ and via the CSO https://data.cso.ie/table/EDA42 and
https://data .cso.ie/table/EDA69

2



means that only a single fertility scenario, specifically, falling fertility (“F2”), is now presented.

This will be kept under review when updating projections.

Future births are projected based on the CSO projections of females aged between 15 – 49.

The number of births each year is calculated based on the current fertility rate for each age

and the overall projected Total Fertility Rate. The number of births is smoothed to be in line

with the academic year. Entrants into junior infants are calculated based on the number of

4-, 5-, and 6-year-olds each year. Migration assumptions and transfers between private

schools, special schools, and home schooling are applied for each standard. Students carry

over from one standard to the next each year, accounting for repeats and retention rates in

post-primary schools.

2.1 Fertility
Annual births have fallen by over 20,000 in the last number of years, from their recent peak

of 75,550 in 2009 to 54,418 in 2023. While the decrease in absolute number of births is not

unusual, with a very similar drop seen between 1980 and 1995, the Total Fertility Rate (TFFR)

has fallen from 3.23 in 1980 to 2.06 in 2009, and continues to fall. Aligning with CSO

projections, the TFR is set to start at 1.55 in 2023, decrease gradually to 1.3 in 2038, and is

then held constant for the remainder of the projections4.

2.2 Migration
Migration has a large impact on enrolment figures. Historical migration is extracted from the

primary online database (POD) and the post-primary online database (PPOD) and analysed.

Inflows consist of students entering school from Northern Ireland and abroad, and transfers

from home schooling, special schools, and private schools. Post-primary outflow is

estimated based on the results of the annual retention report.

Enrolments of Ukrainian students have held relatively steady in the 2024/25 school year,

with 17,495 students in October 2024 and 17,488 in May 2025. The M1 migration scenario

assumes that there will be net zero migration of Ukrainian students. M2 and M3 include 10%

and 40% of students returning to Ukraine respectively over the next three years. A scenario

with high rates of return is currently thought unlikely – in a survey held in 2024, 53% of

respondents stated they want to stay in Ireland permanently5.

4 CSO National Projections, see - https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-
plfp/populationandlabourforceprojections2023-2057/fertilityassumptiorIS/

5 Largest survey to date of Ukrainians in Ireland who found protection from war Subject – “Employment”.
Ukrainian Action in Ireland

3



More details on assumptions and how they are reflected in the model can be found in the

appendix.

3 National Projections

3.1 Primary
Enrolments in primary schools in Ireland stood at 552,0596 in September 2024, a decrease

of 4,047 pupils compared to the previous school year 2023/24. Since the peak in 2018/19

(567,772 pupils), enrolments had been decreasing in line with school age demographic

trends until 2022/23, when numbers rose due to increased inward migration.

Under all scenarios, enrolments are projected to fall until 2040/41, before beginning to rise

again. Enrolments under the MIF2 scenario will reach a low of 481,536, a decrease of over

70,500 from September 2024.

Table 1: Projected enrolments in primary schools, 2025/26 – 2044/45

MIF2

552,059

M2F2

552,059

M3F2

552,0592024/25

HIS
2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34
2034/35

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

549,026 548,739

542,587

536,924

530,645

523,366

516,733

509,945

503,273

495,339

488,859

482,460

479,068

476,857

475,425

546,308

537,363

529,251

522,126

514, 188

507,087

500,012

493,544

486,254

480,313

474,261

471,021

468,926

467,571

546,030

540,307

534,460

527,512

521,112

514,455

508,019

501,097

494,392

489, 101

485,832

483,699

482,315

481,603

48t : : 9 :
482,730

484, 254

486,469

474,687

474,620
474.981

466,870

466,801

467,164

475,813 F
477,337

479,553

467,996

469,520

471,735

6 School 19599A has previously not been included in the bulletin or projection report. It is included in
the 2024/25 bulletin and final enrolment figures, giving total primary enrolments of 552,116.

4



3.1.1 Annual rises and falls

Table 2 presents the projected annual changes in enrolment out to the 2044/45 school year.

The sharpest decline will be seen over the next two to nine years, depending on the

migration scenario. The average decrease per annum for the period covering the 2024/25

school year to the 2034/35 school year is projected:

• around 5,800 decrease in pupil enrolments per annum under MIF2

• around 6,300 decrease per annum under M2F2

• around 7,200 decrease per annum under M3F2

Therefore, the net decrease in primary level for this same period is projected to be between

57,700 and 71,800 pupils depending on how migration trends unfold.

Table 2: Projected absolute annual change in primary schools, 2025/26 - 2044/45

MIF2

-4,047

M2F2

-4,047

M3F2

-4,0472024/25

2025/26

2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33
2033/34

2034/35

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43
2043/44

2044/45

-3,033 -3,320 -5,751

-8,945

-8,112

-7,125

-7,938

-7,101

-7,075

-6,468

-7,290

-5,941

-6,052

-3,240

-2,095

-1,355
-701

-69

363

832

1,524
2,215

-2,996 1 -6,152

-5,723 1 -5,663

-5,847 1 -6,279

-6,948 1 -7,279
-6,400 1 -6,633

-6,657 1 -6,788
-6,436 1 -6,672

r++ •r

:::;ii :::::
-5,291 F -6,399

-3,269

-2,133

-3,392

-2,211

-1,432-1,384
-712 -738

-67 -67

362 361

832 832

1,524

2,215
1,524

2,216



3.1.2 Projections by standard
Table 3 shows national projections by standard under the MIF2 scenario. Intake into Junior

Infants is projected to decrease by over 5,800 to 54,887 over the next 1 1 years before

starting to rise again in 2036/37.

Table 3: Projected enrolments (MIF2) in primary schools, by standard, 2025/26 – 2044/45

Junior I Senior I First I Second I Third I Fourth I Fifth I Sixth
Infants Infants Class I Class I Class I Class Class i Class

60,715 62,632 E 64,666 1 66,192 66 ,461 68 , 771 1 69 , 806 1 69 , 819
2025/26

2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

61,304

61,211
59,805

60,970

61,513

61,211

59,816
57,902

63,109

61,656

61,953

61,652

60,263

58,353

57,448

56,815

56,282

55,770
55,462

55,284

65,156

63,773

62,086

62,379

62,080

60,694

58,829
57,777

57,144

56,612

56,101

55,792

66,712

65,859

64,240

62,553

62,844

62,545

61,161

59,155

58,102

57,469

56,937

56,426
56,117

k 55,938 1
0

}5,889

55,969

56,087

56,223

56,358

67,040

67,453

66,372

64,754
63,068

63,355

63,104

61,621

59,616

58,561

57,928

57,395
56,884

56,575

69,376

67,811
67,986

66,906
65,288

63,602

63,941

63,546

62,064

60,059

59,003

58,369
57,836

57,324

57,015

iii:::
56,865

56,983

70,461

70,161

68,366

68,538
67,461

65,845

64, 159

64,340

63,946

62,466

60,462

59,405
58,771

58,238

57,726
57,417

: : : 1 : :
57,188

57,267

57,879
56,928

56,394 56,951

55,959 1 56,481
55,444 1 55,948
55,135 1 55,435

54,955 1 55,127

:::::: ::::::
55,107 1 54,979
55,245 1 55,098
55,381 1 55,235
55,502 55,370
55,795 1 55,490
56,421 55,781

57,136 56,403

55,614

55,546

55,56555,315

55,433

55,570

55,705

55,825

56,115

56,396

56,328

56,347

56,426

56,544

55,644

55,762

55,899

56,034

56,154 56,680

Figure 1 presents projected enrolments under the three scenarios, including extended

projections out to 2057/58. This longer-term projection illustrates how the projected fall in

enrolment will be temporary in nature but may not return to the previous peaks due to a

lower fertility rate.
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3.2 Post-Primary
Post-primary school enrolments have risen by almost 54,000 pupils since 2019/20, an

increase of 14.5% in the last 5 years. Enrolments are expected to peak in 2025/26 under all

three migration scenarios, with 429,350 students under the MIF2 scenario. From 2026/27

onwards, enrolments are projected to fall over the coming years, with a decrease of over

78,000 over the next 20 years.

Table 4: Projected enrolments in post-primary schools, 2025/26 – 2044/45

MIF2

425,411

M2F2

425,411

nn3F2

425,4112024/25

2025/26

2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35
2035/36

2036/37
2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43
2043/44

2044/45

429,350

429,057
423,559

418,312

413,683

410,330

406,276
400,376

395,455

391,338

385,961

379,680

373,817

368,508

362,797
357,299

353,023

427,774

425,493

417,932

411,554

405,883

401,611

396,779

390, 175

385,574

380,640

375,882

369,297

363,197

357,500

351, 150

345,521

340,476

337,551

425,918

421,027
410,903

403,370

396,551
391,158

385,255

377,590

371,691

365,762

360,389

353,574

347,464

342,012

336,200

331,028

326,265

323,477

3;o: iII335,525

334, 132



3.2.1 Annual rises and falls

Table 5 presents the projected annual changes in enrolment out to 2044/45. As enrolments

at primary level are projected to decrease, this will begin to carTy over into post-primary level

after the peak in 2025/26. Looking at the averages for the 10 year period covering the

2026/27 school year to the 2035/36 school year, the following decreases are projected:

• Around 4,300 decrease in pupil enrolments per annum under MIF2

• Around 5,200 decrease per annum under M2F2

• Around 6,550 decrease per annum under M3F2

The net loss for the period therefore is projected between 43,300 and 65,500 less pupils in

post-primary.

Table 5: Projected absolute annual change (MIF2) in post-primary schools, 2025/26 – 2044/45

I MIF2 1 M2F2 1 M3F2

2024/25 8,981 8,981 8,981

2025/26 3,938 2,362 506

2026/27 -293 -2,281

-7,561

-6,378

-5,671

-4,272

-4,891

-10, 124

-7,533

-6,819

-5,393

2027/28 -5,498

-5,247

-4,629

-3,353

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32 -4,054

-5,900

-4,921

-4,117

2035/36 1 -5,377
2036/37 1 -6,281
2037/38 -5,863

2038/39 F -5,309
2039/40 E -5,711
2040/41 1 -5,498
2041/42 1 -4,276
2042/43 1 -2,809
2043/44 1 -1,962
2044/45 1 -1,353

-4,832

-6,604

-4,601

-4,934

-4,758

-6,585

-6, 100

-5,697

-6,350

-5,629

-5,045

-2,925

-2,026

-1,393

-5,903

-7,665

-5,899

-5,929

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35

-5,373

-6,815

-6, 110

-5,452

-5,812

-5, 172

-4,763

-2,788

-1,930

-1,332



3.2.2 Projections by standard
Table 6 presents projections for each year by programme type under the MIF2 scenario.

The number of students entering 1 st Year is projected to fall by over 13,500 from the 2024/25

peak of 73,237 to 59,681 over the next 20 years. For 6th Year, there will be an additional

7,865 students in 2026/27 than in 2024/25.

Table 6: Projected enrolments (MIF2) in post-primary schools, by standard, 2025/26 - 2044/45

JCI JC2

73.237 1 76,265

JC3

75,685

TY

60,520

LCI

74,358

LC2 (+ repeats)
65,3472024/25

2025/26

2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30
2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

72,189

72,906

72,365

70,640

70,880

69,872

68,326

66,643

66,823

66,430

64,952

62,951

61,895

61,262

60,730

60,219

59,910

73,816

72,770

73,252
72,747

71,035

71,269
70,269

68,734

67,060

67,235

66,845

65,378

63,389

62,337

61,707

61,177
60,669

60,3

76,566

74,139

72,872

73,405

72,905

71,207

71,436

70,446

68,922

67,260

67,432

67,045

65,590

63,617

62,571

61,945

61,419

14 1

59,085

59,729
57,210

56,284

56,673

56,307
55,065

55,233

54,508

53,393

52,178

52,303

52,021

50,956

49,513

48,748

48,289
05

=====

77,456

76,300

75,781

73,426

72,628

72,883
72,146

70,991

70,916

69,869

68,403

67,253

67,275

66,672

65,188

63,541

62,643

62,072

St::::

70,238

73,212

72,078

71,810

69,561

68,792
69,033

68,330

67,225
67,150

66,151

64,749

63,646

63,663

63,087

61,670

60,093

59,230

58,682

58,211

60,S

60,609
60,432

47,S

47, E

47

59,662

59.681
60,184
60,115

10
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4 Review of 2023 Projections

This section presents a short review of the last published projections and outlines the

updates to the projected figures made for the 2025 iteration.

The percent error of a prediction is defined as follows:

\Predicted Value – Actual UaZue
c * 100

Table 18 shows the actual enrolment in 2024/25 at primary and secondary level compared to

the projected values.

Enrolments at primary level were under-projected by 2,452. The majority of the difference

was at Junior Infants and special education. The model has been updated to include

migration of under 4s and has increased the rate of special education to match recent

trends.

Enrolments at post-primary level were over-projected by 2,289. Some of this was due to

under-projecting TY, and over-projecting at LCI. A large number of students were coming to

Ireland to take TY but leaving before entering LCI . The model has been updated to account

for this.

Table 18: Projected vs actual enrolments, 2024/25

2024/25

@1 1 1 [ pt 1 1 1 e 1 IIIM1 la.Rail
552,059 425,412Actual enrolment

428,723549,633Most likely scenario (MIF2)
Difference .2,426 +3,310

Percent error -0.44% (under-projection) +0.77% (over-projection)

12



5 Appendix

The following sections provide further information on the main assumptions and how they

are integrated into the national model.

5.1 Migration
The most recent estimates of migration published by the CSO show net inward migration of

79,300 in the year up to April 2024, a slight increase from 77,700 in April 2023. Excluding

the recent dip in migration due to the pandemic, this is the tenth consecutive year to show

strong net inward migration, although the rate of increase appears to be decreasing.

Migration at primary level has been high in recent years, with net inward migration at almost

6,000 in 2023/24 and 4,600 in 2022/23, excluding Ukrainian pupils. These are higher than

the numbers during the COVID-19 pandemic, which were 1,900 in 2021/22 and 1,400 in

2020/21. Due to this, and CSO projections of lower migration in the coming years, all primary

assumptions are high in the short-term before falling over the coming years.

Table 19: Primary migration assumptions

2025/26 2026/27
20m
2031 /32

4,300

3,500

2,000

20MB
2057/58

3,500

2,500

1 ,300

6,500

5,500

4,000

6,000

5,000

3,500

Migration of those under four years of age has traditionally not been included in the model,

as it is difficult to estimate. This is one factor that affects projections of enrolments in Junior

Infants, causing them to be underestimated. To try account for this, a proportion of the CSO

projections by single year of age were added to the Junior Infants entrance cohort.

Table 20: Under 4 migration assumptions

M1

in!:1II

M2

R:BI

13



Inward migration at post-primary level is based on the average inwards migration between

2020 and 2024 (8,261 ). In previous projections M2 was taken as the average flow from the

previous few years, M1 was 1 .5 times M2 and M3 was 0.5 times M2. To keep in line with

overall migration assumptions (remaining high in short term and then falling), the

methodology has been changed slightly.

Table 21: Post-primary migration assumptions

2025/26 – 2026/27 2027/28 - 2057/58

10,326 (1.25*average) 8,261 (average)

8,261 (average) 6, 196 (0.75*average)

6, 196 (0.75*average) 4,131 (0.5*average)

For outflows the retention rate, as published by the Department annually, is used. However,

using this method alone it is not possible to account for international students who stay for

less than a year. This is particularly common in Transition Year (TY) – 55% of new TY

entrants from outside Ireland in 2023/24 left before starting 5th Year. The model has been

adjusted to account for these leavers.

Table 22: Percentage of new post-primary entrants from outside Ireland who left the country the

same year, by standard

202am 20243:a@{}/22

IEM M MIan
26% 30%28%JC2

38%34%44%JC3

55%48% 50%TY

49%40%44%LCI

19%13%14%LC2

In 2024/25 the number of Ukrainian pupils has held relatively steady, with 17,495 students in

October 2024 and 17,499 in May 2025. M1 assumes net zero migration from Ukraine, and

that all Ukrainian pupils will stay in Ireland. The M2 and M3 scenario assume that 10% and

40% of Ukrainian pupils return home over the next three years.

14



Table 23: Ukrainian migration assumptions

Primary Post-Primary

2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2027/282025/26 2026/27

000M1

M2 210

840M3

280140

560

5.2 Fertility
The TFR in Ireland fell from 2.06 in 2009 to 1.7 in 2022. Aligning with CSO projections, the

TFR is set to start at 1 .55 in 2023, decrease gradually to 1.3 by 2038, and is then held

constant for the remainder of the projections. The impact of recently increased migration on

births is unknown and has not been factored into this iteration of the model.

Projected births are smoothed to align with the academic year. Births are projected to

decline until 2030/31 before starting to rise again.

Table 24: Projected smoothed births by year, 2025/26 – 2044/45

2025/26 56,457

2026/27 56,012

55,6652027/28

2028/29 55,445

2029/30 55,337

2030/31 55,336

2031/32 55,395

2032/33 55,501

2033/34 55,625

2034/35 55,755

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

m4
2043/44

2044/45

55,874

55,958

56,531

57,233

57,870

58,433

58,895

59,233

59,425

59,461



5.3 Deaths
Assumptions on deaths are taken directly from the CSO projections for each single year of

age. The effect of deaths on the overall projections is negligible given the small number of

deaths (about 1 10 every year) involved .

5.4 Special education
Students enrolled in special classes and special schools, being a subset of the total student

demographics, were previously estimated as a percentage of projected total enrolment. In

this model however, the number of students in special schools and special classes is

projected based on number of places allocated. This means that there is the same number

of students in special education regardless of migration assumption. It is also important to

note the model does not project the number of pupils with additional education needs that

are enrolled in mainstream classes, only pupils in special schools and special classes are

included in the modelling framework.

Table 25: Projections of students in special education, 2024/25 - 2042/43

Special Schools
Special primary
classes

Special post-primary
classes

% of total MIF2
enrolment

2.6%2024/25

m2
2026/27
2027/28

2028/29
2029/30

2030/31

2031/32
2032/33

2033/34
2034/35

2035/36
2036/37

2037/38

2038/39
2039/40

2040/41
2041/42
2042/43
2043/44

2044/45

9,680

9,980

10,280

10,580

10,880
11,180

11,480

11,480
11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

13,317

14,918

16,313

17,708

19,103
20,498

21,893

21,893
21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893
21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

5,437

6,062

7,457

8,852

10,247

11,642

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037
13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

3.2%

3.5%

3.9%

4.2%

4.6%

5.0%

5.0%

5.1%

5.2%

5.2%

5.3%

5.4%

5.4%

5.5%

5.5%

5.5%

5.6%

5.6%

5.6%
5.6%
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5.5 Other Primary level factors
A number of other factors, which have a smaller impact on overall figures at primary level,

are included in the model, including transfers to and from the private sector and special

education, as well as repeat rates in junior infants and 6th class in primary school.

5.6 Post Leaving Certificate Students
The projected enrolments refer to the school-based enrolments up to Leaving Certificate

only and do not include PLC (Post Leaving Certificate) students.
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Lisa Quinn

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Communications

Friday 12 June 2026 12:24
Appeals2
FW: Appeal 324286-26
Cover letter (Appeal 324286).pdf; Appeal Response Statement (324286).pdf

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

From: Ronan Woods <ronan@genesisplanning.co.uk>
Sent: Friday 12 June 2026 12:02
To: Appeals2 <appeals@pleanala.ie>; Bord <bord@pleanala.ie>
Subject: Appeal 324286-26

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when
cLicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

Hi appeals

On behalf of the applicant, Columbia Estates Management Ltd, please find attached our statement of
response tO the 3“’ party appeals and your letters dated 21 “ and 27th May 2026.

If an acknowledgement can be issued by reply.

Thanks again

Ronan Woods/Director

Genesis Planning Consultants

E: ronan@qenesisplanninq.co.uk

W: www.qenesisplanninq.co.uk

T: 02830493001 (NI)
A: Dean Swift Building, Armagh Business Park, Hamiltonsbawn Road, Armagh, BT60 1 HW

T: 045 571 862 (ROI)

This message was sent by Genesis Planning Consultants. The information in this email is strictly confidential and is

intended solely for use by the addressee, unless otherwise stated. If you are not the intended recipient or authorised

to receive the message for the addressee, please notify the sender. This message should not be forwarded. copied or

distributed, but should be deleted immediately.
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An Coimisiun Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
DOI V902

12th June 2026

Re: Appeal reference 324286
Planning Authority: Limerick City & County Council (reference 2660241 )
Decision date: 28th April 2026

Dear Sir/Madam,

In relation to the above matter and on behalf of the applicant, Columbia Estates Management Ltd, please
find enclosed our statement of response to the third party appeals submitted.

For reference by the Coimisiun we also refer to an E copy of application documents as submitted to the
Planning Authority under application and which are available to view on the LRD project website:

www.monaleenroadlrd .com

We trust that this information is to your satisfaction.

Yours sincerely,

le,a-–'
Ronan Woods
Director

Office UK: I)can Swift Building, Armagh l’pusincss Park,

llanliltolrsbau’n Road, Arnlagh, IIT60 III \\
Email: infl)uz'gcncsis}rlanning.ct).uk

Tel: (+44) 28 30493 OOI
Tel: ( +353) 45 571 682
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Darragh Burke

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Ronan Woods <ronan@genesisplanning.co.uk>
Thursday 18 June 2026 17:39
Appeals2
FW: Appeal 324286-26
Cover letter (Appeal 324286) (Submission by Genesis Planning).pdf; Appeal
Response Statement (324286)(18-6-26 submission by Genesis Planning on behalf of
applicant).pdf

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

Hi Suzanne

As per call earlier today please find attached our revised appeal submission which solely addresses
the appeal by A Hersey Planning & appeal by P&T BoLand. For both of these appeals your letter was
dated 27"' May; so we are clearly inside the 4 week window.

If you can confirm this is valid & received by reply.

We also look forward to confirmation that our earlier submission dated 12" June remains
valid. Should the Coimisiun deem that any of the appeals addressed therein were outside the 4 week
window then at the very least the remaining 3no. appeals should be considered as per our
submission.

To clarify in terms of chronology:

-Appeal by P Gerard Boland: dated 15th May; your letter was dated 15th May, received by this office on
19th May & response submitted 1 2" June
-Appeal by AK Planning: dated 20"' May; your letter was dated 21 “ May; received by this office on 24th
May & response submitted 12th June

-Appeal by A Hersey Planning: dated 22-'’ May; your letter was dated 27"' May; received by this office
on 30th May & response submitted 12th June

-Appeal by P & T Maloney: dated 25th May; your letter was dated 27th May; received by this office on
30th May & response submitted 1 2th June

Regards,

Ronan Woods/Director

Genesis Planning Consultants

E: ronan@qenesisplanninq.co.uk

W: www.qenesisplanninq.co.uk

T: 02830493001 (NI)



A: Dean Swift Building, Armagh Business Park, Hamiltonsbawn Road, Armagh, BT60 IHW

T: 045 571 862 (ROI)

This message was sent by Genesis Planning Consultants. The information in this email is strictly confidential and is

intended solely for use by the addressee, unless otherwise stated. If you are not the intended recipient or authorised

to receive the message for the addressee, please notify the sender. This message should not be forwarded, copied or
distributed, but should be deleted immediately

From: Ronan Woods
Sent: 12 June 2026 12:02
To: 'Appeals2’ <appeals@pleanala.ie>; 'bord@pteanala.ie' <bord@pleanala.ie>
Subject: Appeal 324286-26

Hi appeals

On behalf of the applicant, Columbia Estates Management Ltd, please find attached our statement of
response tO the 3“’ party appeals and your letters dated 21 “ and 27th May 2026.

If an acknowledgement can be issued by reply.

Thanks again

Ronan Woods/Director

Genesis Planning Consultants

E: ronan@qenesisplanninq.co.uk
W: www.qenesisplanninq.co.uk

T: 02830493001 (NI)
A: Dean Swift Building, Armagh Business Park, Hamiltonsbawn Road, Armagh, BT60 IHW

T: 045 571 862 (ROI)

This message was sent by Genesis Planning Consultants. The information in this email is strictly confidential and is

intended solely for use by the addressee, unless otherwise stated. If you are not the intended recipient or authorised
to receive the message for the addressee, please notify the sender. This message should not be forwarded, copied or

distributed, but should be deleted immediately.
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An Coimisiun Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
DOI V902

18th June 2026

Re: Appeal reference 324286
Planning Authority: Limerick City & County Council (reference 2660241 )
Decision date: 28th April 2026

Dear Sir/Madam,

In relation to the above matter and on behalf of the applicant, Columbia Estates Management Ltd , please
find enclosed our statement of response to the third party appeals submitted. Please note this appeal
submission is being made specifically in relation to appeals by:

•

•

Thomas & Pam Moloney (Appeal date 25th May and ACP Letter was issued 27th May 2026); we
are inside the four week period for a response to be made.

A Hersey (Appeal date 22-d May and ACP Letter was issued 27th May 2026); we are
inside the four week period for a response to be made.

We submit this appeal response as individual responses to the above appeals, as your letter dated 15th
June 2026 returned our previous submission. We have also discussed this with Suzanne in your office
today; 18th June 2026 who advised that we address the above appeals today, as per this submission.

We would also ask the Coimisiun to review the contents of your letter dated 15th June wherein the
collective submission from this practice was returned. In response we request our original submission
is considered going forward, as this was indicated to us by your office that the four week window expires
only after the last 3'd party appeal was lodged and your corresponding letter issued thereafter,

For reference by the Coimisiun we also refer to an E copy of application documents as submitted to the
Planning Authority under application and which are available to view on the LRD project website:

www.monaleenroadlrd .com

We trust that this information is to your satisfaction.

Yours sincerely,

-e .a–-
Ronan Woods

Office uIQirMll Su-ift l;uilding. Arnraglr l’FUsilrcss I)ark.

flalrriltltnsbau-II IiI)ad, Arnragl1, I;T60 lil\\
Email: infl)vr'gcn,'sisjllannilrg.CL).uk

Tel: (+44) 28 30493 QOI
Tel: ( +353) 45 571 682
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1 Introduction

This report presents the latest set of projections of full-time enrolment in primary and post-

primary schools aided1 by the Department of Education and Youth. It updates the previous

set of projections published in March 2024 and provides projections (not predictions) of

pupils nationally to 2044/45, assuming recent trends in fertility and migration were to

continue. The enrolment levels serve as a baseline used in other models, for example, in

teacher demand and supply modelling.

The enrolment projection model is based on the Central Statistics Office’s (CSO) national2

projections which were updated in July 2024. While projections are presented for three

migration scenarios, the Department believes that the MIF2 scenario is the most likely

outcome. This assumes that high rates of migration will continue, and that fertility will

gradually decrease from the current rate of 1 .55 to 1 .3 in 2037.

Changes in both primary and post-primary schools are directly related to changes in the

population they serve. Residential development and inward migration can create pressure

on enrolment in certain areas, even as enrolments in other areas are declining. Moreover,

closures due to falling enrolment numbers can exert pressure for additional places in schools

with larger enrolment numbers Therefore, it is important to recognise that enrolment at local

levels may not align with national trends. The enrolment figures contained in this report are

to be taken strictly as projections only, they are not to be confused with official enrolment

figures, which are published separately.3

2 Assumptions

Traditionally this report has presented results with two fertility and three migration scenarios,

producing six sets of tables. This multiple scenario approach is more suited to projection

models that are run less frequently (for example, every five years) to enable the user to

select the scenario that is arising in between releases. The Department undertakes to revise

its enrolment projections on a more regular basis (generally every one or two years). This

increased frequency along with the fact rising fertility (“FI ”) is thought to be highly unlikely,

1 Aided means state funded. For the primary sector this includes religious schools, non-denominational schools,
multi-denominational schools and Gaelscoileanna (Irish-medium schools). A small number of private primary
schools (35 in 2024) are not state funded, and they are excluded from this analysis. In the post-primary sector fee
charging schools are included but not private 'grind’ colleges.

2 CSO National Projections, see - https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-
plfp/populationandlabou rforceprojections2023-2057/

3 Official enrolment figures are available here: https://www.gov.ie/en/departmentof-
education/publications/education-statistics/ and via the CSO https://data.cso.ie/table/EDA42 and
https://data.cso.ie/table/EDA69

2



means that only a single fertility scenario, specifically, falling fertility (“F2”), is now presented.

This will be kept under review when updating projections.

Future births are projected based on the CSO projections of females aged between 15 – 49.

The number of births each year is calculated based on the current fertility rate for each age

and the overall projected Total Fertility Rate. The number of births is smoothed to be in line

with the academic year. Entrants into junior infants are calculated based on the number of

4-, 5-, and 6-year-olds each year. Migration assumptions and transfers between private

schools, special schools, and home schooling are applied for each standard. Students carry

over from one standard to the next each year, accounting for repeats and retention rates in

post-primary schools.

2.1 Fertility
Annual births have fallen by over 20,000 in the last number of years, from their recent peak

of 75,550 in 2009 to 54,418 in 2023. While the decrease in absolute number of births is not

unusual, with a very similar drop seen between 1980 and 1995, the Total Fertility Rate (TFFR)

has fallen from 3.23 in 1980 to 2.06 in 2009, and continues to fall. Aligning with CSO

projections, the TFR is set to start at 1 .55 in 2023, decrease gradually to 1.3 in 2038, and is

then held constant for the remainder of the projections4.

2.2 Migration
Migration has a large impact on enrolment figures. Historical migration is extracted from the

primary online database (POD) and the post-primary online database (PPOD) and analysed.

Inflows consist of students entering school from Northern Ireland and abroad, and transfers

from home schooling, special schools, and private schools. Post-primary outflow is

estimated based on the results of the annual retention report.

Enrolments of Ukrainian students have held relatively steady in the 2024/25 school year,

with 17,495 students in October 2024 and 17,488 in May 2025. The M1 migration scenario

assumes that there will be net zero migration of Ukrainian students. M2 and M3 include 10%

and 40% of students returning to Ukraine respectively over the next three years. A scenario

with high rates of return is currently thought unlikely – in a survey held in 2024, 53% of

respondents stated they want to stay in Ireland permanently5.

4 CSO National Projections, see - https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-
plfp/populationandlabourforceprojections2023-2057/fertilityassumptions/

5 Largest survey to date of Ukrainians in Ireland who found protection from war Subject – “Employment”.
Ukrainian Action in Ireland

3



More details on assumptions and how they are reflected in the model can be found in the

appendix.

3 National Projections

3.1 Primary
Enrolments in primary schools in Ireland stood at 552,0596 in September 2024, a decrease

of 4,047 pupils compared to the previous school year 2023/24. Since the peak in 2018/19

(567,772 pupils), enrolments had been decreasing in line wIth school age demographic

trends until 2022/23, when numbers rose due to increased inward migration.

Under all scenarios, enrolments are projected to fall until 2040/41, before beginning to rise

again. Enrolments under the MIF2 scenario will reach a low of 481,536, a decrease of over

70,500 from September 2024.

Table 1 : Projected enrolments in primary schools, 2025/26 – 2044/45

MIF2

552,059

M2F2

552,059

M3F2

552,0592024/25

m2
2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35

2035/36
2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

549,026

546,030

540,307

534,460

527,512

521,112
514,455

508,019

548,739

542,587

536,924

530, 645

523,366

546,308

537,363

529,251

522,126

514, 188

507,087
500,012

493,544

486,254

480,313

474,261

471,021

468,926

467,571
466,870

516,733
509,945

503,273

501,097

494,392

489,101
485,832

483,699 1 476,857

482,315 1 475,425

!!!!!!! ! !!!::(
482,730 1 475,813

484,254 1 477,337

486,469 E 479,553

495,339

488,859

482,460

479,068

466,801

467,164

467,996

469,520

471,735

6 School 19599A has previously not been included in the bulletin or projection report. It is included in
the 2024/25 bulletin and final enrolment figures, giving total primary enrolments of 552,116.
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3.1.1 Annual rises and falls

Table 2 presents the projected annual changes in enrolment out to the 2044/45 school year.

The sharpest decline will be seen over the next two to nine years, depending on the

migration scenario. The average decrease per annum for the period covering the 2024/25

school year to the 2034/35 school year is projected:

• around 5,800 decrease in pupil enrolments per annum under MIF2

• around 6,300 decrease per annum under M2F2

• around 7,200 decrease per annum under M3F2

Therefore, the net decrease in primary level for this same period is projected to be between

57,700 and 71,800 pupils depending on how migration trends unfold.

Table 2: Projected absolute annual change in primary schools, 2025/26 – 20#1/45

MIF2 M2F2 M3F2

-4,0472024/25 -4,047 -4,047

2025/26 -3,033 -3,320 -5,751

-8,945

-8, 112

-7,125

-7,938

-7, 101

-7,075

-6,468

-7,290

-5,941

-6,052

-3,240

-2,095

-1,355
-701

-69

363

832

1,524

2,215

2026/27 -2,996

-5,723

-5,847

-6,948

-6,400

-6,657

-6,436

-6,922

-6,705

-5,291

-6, 152

-5,663

-6,279

-7,279

-6,633

-6,788

-6,672

-7,934

-6,480

-6,399

-3,392

-2,211

-1,432
-738

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30
2030/31
2031/32
2032/33

2033/34

2034/35
2035/36

2036/37 -3,269

-2,133

-1,384
-712

2037/38
2038/39

2039/40
2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

-67 -67

362

832

1,524

2,215

361

832

2043/44

2044/45

1,524

2,216



3.1.2 Projections by standard

Table 3 shows national projections by standard under the MIF2 scenario. Intake into Junior

Infants is projected to decrease by over 5,800 to 54,887 over the next 1 1 years before

starting to rise again in 2036/37.

Table 3: Projected enrolments (MIF2) in primary schools, by standard, 2025/26 – 2044/45

Junior

Infants

60,715

Senior

Infants

62,632

First

Class

64,666

Second
Class

66,192

Third
Class

66,461

Fourth
Class

68,771

Fifth
Class

69,806

Sixth
Class

69,819

2025/26

2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

61,304
61,211

59,805

57,879

56,928

56,394

55,959

55,444

55,135

54,955

60,970

61,513

61,211

59,816

57,902

56,951
56,481

55,948

55,435

55,127

54,948

63, 109

61,656

61,953

61,652

60,263

58,353

57,448

56,815

56,282

55,770

55,462

55,284
;c; 9I

55#:

55,315

55,433

55,570

55,705

55,825

56,115

65,156
63,773

62,086

66,712
65,859

64,240

67,040

67,453

66,372
64,754

63,068

63,355

63,104

61,621

59,616
58,561

57,928

57,395

56,884

56,575

: 6 : 3 2 8
I– -
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69,376
67,811

67,986

66,906
65,288

63,602

63,941

63,546

62,064

60,059

59,003

58,369

57,836

57,324

57,015
56,836

70,461

70,161

68,366

68,538

67,461
65,845

64,159
64,340

63,946

62,466

60,462

59,405

58,771

58,238
57,726

57,417

57,238

62,379 1 62,553

62,080 1 62,844

60,694 62,545

58,829 1 61,161

57,777 1 59,155

57,144 1 58,102
56,612 1 57,469
56,101 1 56,937
55,792 1 56,426
55,614 1 56,117

: : : : : : : : : : : :

54,887

54,908

54,988

55,107

55,245

55,381

55,502

55,795

56,421

57,136

54,880

54,900

54,979

55,098

55,235

55,370
55,490

55,781

56,403

55,644

55,762

55,899

56,034

56,154

55

55,969

56,087

56,223

56,358

56,767

56,426 56,786

56,865

56,983

57,169

56,544

56,680

57,188

57,267

Figure 1 presents projected enrolments under the three scenarios, including extended

projections out to 2057/58. This longer-term projection illustrates how the projected fall in

enrolment will be temporary in nature but may not return to the previous peaks due to a

lower fertility rate.
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3.2 Post-Primary
Post-primary school enrolments have risen by almost 54,000 pupils since 2019/20, an

increase of 14.5% in the last 5 years. Enrolments are expected to peak in 2025/26 under all

three migration scenarios, with 429,350 students under the MIF2 scenario. From 2026/27

onwards, enrolments are projected to fall over the coming years, with a decrease of over

78,000 over the next 20 years.

Table 4: Projected enrolments in post-primary schools, 2025/26 – 2044/45

MIF2

425,411

M2F2

425,411

M3F2

425,4112024/25

2025/26

2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43
2043/44

2044/45

429,350

429,057

423,559

418,312

413,683

410,330

406,276

400,376

395,455

391,338

385,961

379,680

373,817

368,508

362,797

357,299

353,023

350,214

348,252

346,899

427,774

425,493
417,932

411,554

425,918

421,027

410,903

403,370

396,551

391,158

385,255

377,590

371,691

365,762

360,389

353,574

347,464

342,012

336,200
331,028

326,265

323,477

321,547

320,215

405,883

401,611

396,779

390, 175

385,574

380,640

375,882

369,297

363,197

357,500

351,150

345,521

340,476

337,551

ii:::::



3.2.1 Annual rises and falls

Table 5 presents the projected annual changes in enrolment out to 2044/45. As enrolments

at primary level are projected to decrease, this will begin to carry over into post-primary level

after the peak in 2025/26. Looking at the averages for the 10 year period covering the

2026/27 school year to the 2035/36 school year, the following decreases are projected:

• Around 4,300 decrease in pupil enrolments per annum under MIF2

• Around 5,200 decrease per annum under M2F2

• Around 6,550 decrease per annum under M3F2

The net loss for the period therefore is projected between 43,300 and 65,500 less pupils in

post-primary.

Table 5: Projected absolute annual change (MIF2) in post-primary schools, 2025/26 - 2044/45

MIF2

8,981

M2F2

8,981

M3F2

8,9812024/25

2025/26

2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

3,938
-293

-5,498

-5,247

-4,629
-3,353

-4,054

-5,900

-4,921

-4,117

-5,377

-6,281

-5,863

-5,309

-5,711

-5,498

-4,276

-2,809
-1,962

-1,353

2,362

-2,281

-7,561

-6,378

-5,671
-4, 272

-4,832

-6,604

-4,601

-4,934

-4,758

-6, 585

-6, 100

-5,697

-6, 350

-5,629

-5,045

-2,925

-2,026

-1,393

506

-4,891

-10, 124

-7,533

-6,819

-5,393

-5,903

-7,665

-5,899

-5,929

-5,373

-6,815

-6, 110

-5,452

-5,812

-5, 172

-4,763

-2,788

-1,930

-1,332



3.2.2 Projections by standard
Table 6 presents projections for each year by programme type under the MIF2 scenario.

The number of students entering 1 “ Year is projected to fall by over 13,500 from the 2024/25

peak of 73,237 to 59,681 over the next 20 years. For 6th Year, there will be an additional

7,865 students in 2026/27 than in 2024/25.

Table 6: Projected enrolments (MIF2) in post-primary schools, by standard, 2025/26 – 2044/45

JCI

73,237

JC2

76,265

JC3

75,685

TY

60,520

LCI

74,358

LC2 (+ repeats)
65,3472024/25

2025/26

2026/27
2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34

2034/35

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

72,189

72,906

72,365
70,640

70,880

69,872

68,326

66,643

66,823

66,430

64,952

62,951

61,895

61,262

60,730

60,219
59,910

59,731

59,662
59,681

73,816

72,770

73,252

72,747

71,035

71,269

70,269

68,734

67,060

67,235

66,845

65,378

63,389

62,337

61,707

61,177
60,669

60,362

60,184 1
60,115

76,566

74, 139

72,872
73,405

72,905

71,207

71,436

70,446

68,922

67,260

67,432

67,045

65,590

63,617

62,571

61,945

61,419

60,914

60,609 k
60,432

59,085

59,729

57,210

56,284

56,673

56,307

55,065

55,233

54,508

53,393

52,178

52,303

52,021

50,956

49,513

48,748
48,289

47,905

47,535
47,312

77,456

76,300

75,781
73,426

72,628

72,883

72,146

70,991

70,916

69,869

68,403

67,253

67,275

66,672

65,188

63,541

62,643

62,072

61,580

61,149

70,238

73,212

72,078

71,810

69,561

68,792

69,033

68,330

67,225

67,150

66,151

64,749

63,646

63,663

63,087

61,670

60,093

59,230

58,682
58,211
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4 Review of 2023 Projections

This section presents a short review of the last published projections and outlines the

updates to the projected figures made for the 2025 iteration.

The percent error of a prediction is defined as follows:

\Predicted Value – Actual Palue I
c * 100

Table 18 shows the actual enrolment in 2024/25 at primary and secondary level compared to

the projected values.

Enrolments at primary level were under-projected by 2,452. The majority of the difference

was at Junior Infants and special education. The model has been updated to include

migration of under 4s and has increased the rate of special education to match recent

trends

Enrolments at post-primary level were over-projected by 2,289. Some of this was due to

under-projecting TY, and over-projecting at LCI. A large number of students were coming to

Ireland to take TY but leaving before entering LCI . The model has been updated to account
for this.

2024/25

EalmmI @r/mary Post-Primary

552,059Actual enrolment 425,412

Most likely scenario (MIF2) 549,633 428,723

Difference .2 ,426 +3,310

Percent error -0.44% (under-projection) +0.77% (over-projection)

Table 18: Projected vs actual enrolments, 2024/25



5 Appendix

The following sections provide further information on the main assumptions and how they

are integrated into the national model.

5.1 Migration
The most recent estimates of migration published by the CSO show net inward migration of

79,300 in the year up to April 2024, a slight increase from 77,700 in April 2023. Excluding

the recent dip in migration due to the pandemic, this is the tenth consecutive year to show

strong net inward migration, although the rate of increase appears to be decreasing.

Migration at primary level has been high in recent years, with net inward migration at almost

6,000 in 2023/24 and 4,600 in 2022/23, excluding Ukrainian pupils. These are higher than

the numbers during the COVID-19 pandemic, which were 1,900 in 2021/22 and 1,400 in

2020/21. Due to this, and CSO projections of lower migration in the coming years, all primary

assumptions are high in the short-term before falling over the coming years.

Table 19: Primary migration assumptions

2025/26 2026/27
@maR

2031 /32

4,300

3,500

2,000

2®gEEH
2057/58

3,500

2,500

1 ,300

6,500

5,500

4,000

6,000

5,000

3,500

Migration of those under four years of age has traditionally not been included in the model,

as it is difficult to estimate. This is one factor that affects projections of enrolments in Junior

Infants, causing them to be underestimated. To try account for this, a proportion of the CSO

projections by single year of age were added to the Junior Infants entrance cohort.

Table 20: Under 4 migration assumptions

M1

EXIT:HI

M2

E:BI

13



Inward migration at post-primary level is based on the average inwards migration between

2020 and 2024 (8,261). In previous projections M2 was taken as the average flow from the

previous few years, M1 was 1 .5 times M2 and M3 was 0.5 times M2. To keep in line with

overall migration assumptions (remaining high in short term and then falling), the

methodology has been changed slightly.

Table 21: Post-primary migration assumptions

2025/26 – 2026/27 2027/28 – 2057/58

10,326 (1.25*average) 8,261 (average)

8,261 (average) 6, 196 (0.75*average)

6,196 (0.75*average) 4,131 (0.5*average)

For outflows the retention rate, as published by the Department annually, is used. However,

using this method alone it is not possible to account for international students who stay for

less than a year. This is particularly common in Transition Year (TY) – 55% of new TY

entrants from outside Ireland in 2023/24 left before starting 5th Year. The model has been

adjusted to account for these leavers.

Table 22: Percentage of new post-primary entrants from outside Ireland who left the country the

same year, by standard

M/22 202za! 20@
M MIEMnBn
26% 30%JC2 28%

44% 34% 38%JC3

50%48% 55%TY

49%44% 40%LCI

13% 19%14%LC2

In 2024/25 the number of Ukrainian pupils has held relatively steady, with 17,495 students in

October 2024 and 17,499 in May 2025. M1 assumes net zero migration from Ukraine, and

that all Ukrainian pupils will stay in Ireland. The M2 and M3 scenario assume that 10% and

40% of Ukrainian pupils return home over the next three years.

14



Table 23: Ukrainian migration assumptions

Primary Post-Primary

2025/26 2027/282026/27 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28

Ml 0 0 0

5.2 Fertility
The TFR in Ireland fell from 2.06 in 2009 to 1.7 in 2022. Aligning with CSO projections, the

TFR is set to start at 1.55 in 2023, decrease gradually to 1.3 by 2038, and is then held

constant for the remainder of the projections. The impact of recently increased migration on

births is unknown and has not been factored into this iteration of the model.

Projected births are smoothed to align with the academic year. Births are projected to

decline until 2030/31 before starting to rise again.

Table 24: Projected smoothed births by year, 2025/26 – 2044/45

2025/26 56,457

2026/27 56,012

2027/28 55,665

2028/29 55,445

2029/30 55,337

2030/31 55,336

2031/32 55,395

2032/33 55,501

2033/34 55,625

2034/35 55.755

2035/36

2036/37

2037/38

2038/39

2039/40

2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

55,874

55,958

56,531

57,233

57,870

58,433

58,895

59,233

59,425

59,461

15



5.3 Deaths
Assumptions on deaths are taken directly from the CSO projections for each single year of

age. The effect of deaths on the overall projections is negligible given the small number of

deaths (about 1 10 every year) involved.

5.4 Special education
Students enrolled in special classes and special schools, being a subset of the total student

demographics, were previously estimated as a percentage of projected total enrolment. In

this model however, the number of students in special schools and special classes is

projected based on number of places allocated. This means that there is the same number

of students in special education regardless of migration assumption. It is also important to

note the model does not project the number of pupils with additional education needs that

are enrolled in mainstream classes, only pupils in special schools and special classes are

included in the modelling framework.

Table 25: Projections of students in special education, 2024/25 - 2042/43

Special Schools
Special primary
classes

Special post-primary
classes

% of total MIF2
enrolment

2.6%2024/25

m2
2026/27

2027/28

2028/29

2029/30

2030/31

2031/32

2032/33

2033/34
2034/35

2035/36
2036/37
2037/38

2038/39
2039/40
2040/41

2041/42

2042/43

2043/44

2044/45

9,680

9,980

10,280

10,580

10,880

11,180

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

11,480

13,317

mg
16,313

17,708

19,103
20,498

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893
21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

21,893

5,437

6,062

7,457

8,852

10,247

11,642

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037

13,037
13,037

13,037

13,037

3.2%

3.5%

3.9%

4.2%

4.6%

5.0%

5.0%
5.1%

5.2%

5.2%

5.3%

5.4%

5.4%

5.5%

5.5%

5.5%

5.6%

5.6%

5.6%
5.6%
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5.5 Other Primary level factors
A number of other factors, which have a smaller impact on overall figures at primary level,

are included in the model, including transfers to and from the private sector and special

education, as well as repeat rates in junior infants and 6th class in primary school.

5.6 Post Leaving Certificate Students
The projected enrolments refer to the school-based enrolments up to Leaving Certificate

only and do not include PLC (Post Leaving Certificate) students.
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An
Coimisiin
Plean£la Memorandum

LRD- ACP-324286-26

NoteTo File

From :

Re :

Date :

Lisa Quinn SEO

Applicants Response

22/06/25

Appeals were circulated by letters dated 15th May, 2026, 21 st May, 2026 and 27th

May, 2026.

The Applicants response to the appeals was received 12th June, 2026. This is
outside the appropriate period of 4 weeks beginning on the day on which a copy of
the appeal by P Gerard Boland was sent by the Commission as provided for in
section 129(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.
Accordingly, the comments in relation to the appeal by P Gerard Boland may not be
considered by the commission.

The response in relation to the others appeals was made within the specified time frame.

ACP-324286-26 An Coimisian Pleangla Page 1 of 1





(APb
Our Case Number: ACP-324286-26

Planning Authority Reference Number: 2660241 An
Coirnisifrn
Plean£la

Your Reference: Columbia Estates management (IE) Limite

Genesis Planning Consultants
Dean Swift Building
Armagh Business Park
Hamiltonsbawn Road
Armagh
BT60 1 HW
Northern Ireland

Date: 22 June 2026

Re: LRD: Construction of 523 residential units and a creche. An Environmental Impact Assessment
Report (EIAFR) and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been prepared in respect of the proposed
development and accompany this application. The planning application may also be inspected
online at the following website set up by the applicant: www.monaleenroadlrd.com
Lands at Monaleen Road, Castletroy, Limerick

Dear Sir / Madam,

I have been asked by the Commission to refer to your submission in relation to the above-mentioned
large-scale residential development appeal dated 12th June, 2026 in reply to the Commission's letters to
you dated 15th May 2026, 21 st May 2026 and 27th May 2026.

Your reply to the appeals was received on 12th June, 2026, this was outside the appropriate period of 4
weeks beginning on the day on which a copy of the appeal by P Gerard Boland was sent by the
Commission as provided for in section 129(2)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as
amended. Accordingly, your comments in relation to this appeal may not be considered by the
corrlrrllsslon.

However, your response to the other 3 appeals will take it into consideration in its determination of the
appeal in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Please note that section 129(4) of the 2000 Act provides that a party to an appeal shall not be entitled to
elaborate in writing upon submissions or observations made or make any further submissions or
observations in writing in relation to the appeal unless requested to do so by An CoimisiCln Pleanala.

Teil Tel
Glao Aitiail LoCall
Laithrean Gr6asain Website
Riomhphost Email

(01) 858 8100
1800 275 175
www.pleanala.ie
communications@pleanala.ie

64 said Maoilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

DOI V902 DOI V902



If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact the undersigned officer of the Commission at
appeals@pleanala. ie.

Yours faithfully,

u=Gz%=P.–
Administrative Assistant
Direct Line:

LRD20

Teil
GlaD Aiti(IiI
Facs
Laithrean Gr6asain
Riomhphost

Tel
LoCall
Fax
Website
Email

(01) 858 8100
1800 275 175
(01) 872 2684
www.pleanala.ie
communications@pleanala.ie

64 Sraid Maoilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

DOI V902 DOI V902


